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Good evening, my fellow citizens 


This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest 
surveillance of the Soviet military build-up on the island of Cuba. Within 
the past week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series 
of offensive nuclear missile sites is now in preparation on that unhappy 
island. Until less than a week ago, no reliable information of this nature 
had been received - but having now completed its evaluation and our 
determination upon a course of action, this Government feels obliged to 
report this new crisis to you in full detail. 

Four and possibly five of these sites, containing 4 launchers each, 
are Medium Range Ballistic Missile sites, with two missiles to be loaded 
on each launcher. Each of these 32 missiles would be capable of carrying 
a nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nautical miles. Each of 
these 32 missiles, in short, is capable of striking Washington, D.C., the 
Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, or any other city in the 
Southeastern part of the United States, in Central America or in the 
Caribbean areas. 

Two additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed for 
sixteen Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles - capable of travelling more 
than twice as far and thus capable of striking almost any city in the 
Western Hemisphere, ranging as far north as Hudson’s Bay, Canada and as far 
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Resolution of the 67th Congress, tne Charter of the United Nations, and 
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: ~ | chosen for the present is consistent with our character and courage as 


ΝΣ a nation, and our commitments eround the world. The cost of freedom ΝΣ 

« Ν εν 

ΓΕ . . . - ς a . " . . 4 . ; 

ot τ Ν is always high -- but Americans have always paid it. One path we shall 
: . i . aa 
᾿ never cheusse -- the path of surrender or submission. | BR τς 
a Our goal is not the victory of might but the vindication of right --- Οὐ 
τ not peace at the expense oi freedom, but both peace ard freedom, herein τ΄. 

: chis “te: aispnere, and, we hope, around the world. God willing, that - 


goal will be achieved. 


a atl 


πο a ee σιν σὸν CR oe ene 


